Dear Grandpa,

I heard that you were turning 80 shortly and I wanted to send you a note wishing you my fondest love and congratulations. I think, more often than not, when you know someone your whole life, it is very easy to take them for granted- to not address the immense value I place on you in my life would be a sin both too easy and too grievous for me to commit. You are too generous, too kind, and too much of a character to let all that go unnoticed. If it weren't for you, when Arthur left, we would have been out on the street. Not only that, but the way you helped Mom, Teresa, Josh and I get through that trying time was one of things that helped me heal emotionally from such a trauma. Your example taught me that real men stick around and provide for their families. You taught me that, regardless of what happens, if your family goes hungry, you fail in caring for something that God has entrusted you and that is simply not done. Since then, I have met friends whose families have disowned kids because of divorce and I am a much, much better person because you thought otherwise. You may not have realized it, but your example is something I look to, even today. That love, acceptance, and generosity that you would show any of your children or grandchildren is something I hope one day God chooses to bless me with. It is a gift, one that you should cherish. So, thank you! 

Let me leave you with this.....

Behold! Children are an inheritance of Jehovah; the fruit of the womb is His reward. As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, so are the sons of the young. Blessed is the man who has filled his quiver with them; they shall not be ashamed, for they shall speak with their enemies in the gate. 
(Psa 127:3-5)


You are a very rich man, Ernie Fata, because of the love you have shown your children. I hope I can be an 'arrow in your hand' in telling you how important you are to all your kids. God bless you, sir, and Happy Birthday! 

Daniel

