My Dearest Marisa,

It’s hard to believe that the time has come for me to write this letter to you.  This has been sort of a difficult task for me.  I think it’s because I kind of view this letter as sort of a “final word” from me to you.  This seems too much like a permanent thing.  So what is it that I will say maybe for the last time…(hmmm), Ok I’ve got it: COULD YOU PLEASE CLEAN YOUR BATHROOM AND BEDROOM AND ALSO PLEASE TAKE UP THE CLOTHES SITTING ON THE STAIRS?!  Great, I am so glad I had the opportunity to state that publicly.  Now that should take care of any future need to say that again, right? (Smile/wink)  
I do know that I will always have a voice in your life.  However, I have come to realize is that I am only really needed in more of a supportive role and less directive.  Not that I need or even want to rule over you.  Of course we both know that is pretty much an impossibility as it is.  (Right, Sarge?)  Regardless, I hope you will always remember that I will be available for you in what ever capacity you need.
It only seems like a short time ago when we were bringing you to New Covenant for your first day of kindergarten.  You were so eager and ready to start school.  Now it’s time for you to end school and you seem equally as eager to go as you were to come.  Of course, it’s not because you are running from your current commitments and/or responsibilities.  I know this is only because you are so eager to run to the next battle.  If there is one thing I am sure of, it’s that you will never shy away or back down from any future challenges and/or pursuits.  You my dear are a fighter!  You are steadfast and you are strong.  You do not waver or waffle and you definitely do not like wasting time just waiting for something to happen.  This is because you are a true leader and you have proven this on so many levels and in so many different situations.  This makes me so very proud of you.  I love how you are always willing to step up and take on responsibility.  Not only are you willing, but you are able to complete any task set before you.  I am confident that you possess both the skills and maturity to handle any situation.  This will serve you well all the days of your life.
Marisa, you are a woman of virtue and purpose!  Yes, I said it; a woman. But I guess I am stating the obvious.  You are viewed by your family, friends, and best of all, our Father in heaven as a mighty WOG (Woman of God).  For this, I am truly honored.  You are a great example of who we are to strive to be in Christ.  For someone of your age, this is really astounding.  Most people have spent much of there lives trying to get to your level of substance and spiritual maturity you already possess.  Don’t ever lose your pursuit of excellence and your pressing towards God’s presence.
As this season of your life ends, a new one is beginning.  Jump into it with both feet!  Do it up!  Do it right!  Go for it!  You only get one chance at life and it will be as good as you decide for it will be.  Remember, if you can do the natural, God will add the SUPER to it.  That way you can live in the SUPER-NATURAL way He has ordained for you to live.
Please remember, you’ll always be my little girl (not my littlest girl; we both know that your older sister actually wrapped that title up years ago).  I am so proud of this time in your life and more importantly, I am proud to known as Marisa’s father.  Again, it is my honor, to call you my daughter.
I love you with all of my heart!

-Dad

