Michael Bishop
2120 Holiday Lane

Lansing, MI 48917

Wk. 517-321-4144 Ext 218


April 29, 2008
Referee Association
c/o Ron Klepal NCCS A.D.
Re: Will Carlton away game (April 17, 2008)
To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing this letter to inform you of my disappointment and disapproval in how our “Will Carlton” game was refereed.  The first half of the game was officiated relatively fair and safe manor.  The game was played pretty tight for both teams and the first half ended 1-0 in favor of Will Carlton.  The second half was where everything went bad.  The aggressiveness of Will Carlton increased immensely but the calls were almost non-existent.  “Play on” was the common response by the referee.  We had several injuries that resulted in the harder play.  One of our girls was purposely head-butted which caused a noticeable bruise to the bridge of her nose (fortunately it was not broken however she had to leave the rest of the game).  Another girl was kicked in the elbow, (a high kick that was not ever called), which resulted in her having to leave the game.  There was also an injury to one of my best defensive players where the Will Carlton player kicked without even playing the ball.  This should have been a red card.  Our player was lying on the ground shouting “something snapped!”, as our players ran to her aide (including our goalie).  Again “play on” was the only response.  Their team did play on without any opposition from our team since the assumed play should stop.  The ball was not played out but rather into the back of the net where the goal was allowed.  It was only then that the referee decided to stop play to check on the injured player.  This player is out for possibly the whole season.  However, from that point on, the game went down hill.  I had several girls tell me during the remainder of that game tell me that they feared getting hurt and weren’t going to take any chances.  The atmosphere was no longer safe for everyone.  Please understand that my only concern is for the safety of all players.  Things need to be fair for both teams without giving either team an unearned advantage.  It is my belief that it is the responsibility of the referee to ensure that the games are conducted in a manner that fosters both safety and fairness.  I do not believe this was at all the case in regards to the way this game was officiated.  Please feel free to pass on my concerns and feelings of discontentment to those who may be able to bring resolution to these matters. 
Thank you,

Michael Bishop

NCCS Girls Soccer Coach
Lansing, MI

