Car Wash Kingdom
By Stephen Marshall

	God wants to talk to you today and I know what He wants say. Let me take it even one step further. I know what He is thinking about you this very second. God is thinking thoughts of how to get to you peace, hope, blessing, and prosperity. Read Deuteronomy 28:8 and Jeremiah 29:11 to see for yourself. Just think about it, God having continual thoughts and plans to love on you with His goodness. Triple Wow!

You're excited about God's blessing but at the same time you may be wrestling with your reasoning. Well if God loves me so much and is always thinking about getting me blessed, how come He doesn't just haul off and splat me with a ton of blessings? That's a very good question and you should care enough to want to pursue the answer. If you listen to your enemy the devil he'll tell you the reason God doesn't give you all that good stuff is because of your past and who you are. He will accuse you of every failure and tell you that you're not good enough. The devil wants you to buy into his lie that you have got to pay for your sin and that God is quite ticked off at you.

You've heard it said, "With God all things are possible" (Matthew 19:26). There's something you need to understand though, you can't receive anything from God without faith. Nothing! Faith is the invisible bridge between this world and the Kingdom of God. The same way you can't get electricity to your vacuum cleaner until you plug in the cord, you can't get the power of God's goodness into your life until you plug in your faith.

I pulled up to a car wash the other day, paid for the admission and then followed the attendant's hand signals as he guided me into the wheel tracts. As soon as I got to a certain point, flashing lights came on telling me to put my car in neutral, keep my hands off the steering wheel, keep my foot off of the brake and turn my automatic wipers off. Right at that moment the Holy Spirit began to talk to me. I love how God wants to show up in our lives at anytime and help us understand how to win.

God is talking to you right now. Are you listening?

So there I am in the carwash: bubbles are flying, water is pounding the car with strange aliens coming right at my front window, and through it all I am absolutely fearless. In fact I'm confident that I'm being blessed with the removal of all kinds of dirt and bugs from my car, leaving nothing but a shine. Suddenly precious Holy Spirit says to me, "Stephen faith without works is dead".

It hits me that I had faith in this manmade carwash contraption. I drove up and submitted my vehicle to the instructions. When things are coming at my window, I don't slam on the brakes or grab the steering wheel and start fighting the process. If I did do that, I think you can imagine how that would most likely end in damaging my car.

James 2:26 says, "For as the human body apart from the spirit is lifeless, so faith apart from works of obedience is also dead." Often times the very work of obedience that engages your faith is simply a submission to God's instruction that says, "Stop trying to do it your way." Trusting God can look a little like going through an automatic car wash. Get your hands off the steering wheel. Get your foot of the brake. Stop fretting and fussing about what's coming at the window and all the wild sounds you hear. Trust God and please, stay in the vehicle at all times!

In the Kingdom of God it is more about what God does than what you do. Jesus did a perfect work at the cross and you cannot be more forgiven than you already are, but if you keep grabbing the wheel and pounding the brake, you make God's very promises of no affect in your life. Hebrews 4:2 says, "The message they heard did not benefit them, because it was not mixed with faith."

We know what God is saying and thinking about you today. He wants you enjoying peace, health, blessing, and prosperity. We also know God's ONLY way of giving all this to you is through faith. That faith is 'dead' - not working - without the work that corresponds to faith, which is basically a surrender to the Word instruction. Often times that instruction is simply, "Get your hands off the wheel."

Here's your good news moment. Jesus has already paid for your admission into the Kingdom of God. Pull up, read the flashing lights and just relax. God knows what He is doing. Stay in the vehicle of Father's grace at all times and stop worrying. Say out loud, 'Father I trust You! I surrender. You know what you're doing and it's time for me to cease from my way of doing things. Your will be done because it's good!"

Bless you!


